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WORKSHOP ORGANIZERS 
• Xavier Brown, Director, Soilful City
• Rafter Ferguson, Union of Concerned Scientists
• Garrett Graddy-Lovelace, School of International Service, American 

University
• Colleen Hammelman, Dept. of Geography & Earth Sciences, UNC 

Charlotte
• Yuki Kato, Dept. of Sociology, Georgetown University
• Charles Z. Levkoe, Canada Research Chair in Sustainable Food 

Systems, Lakehead University
• Kristin Reynolds, Independent Scholar, New York, NY; and Lecturer, 

The New School
• Joshua Sbicca, Dept. of Sociology, Colorado State University
• Beverley Wheeler, Director, DC Hunger Solutions
• Annelise Ivy Straw, Workshop Assistant & Registration Coordinator

The Radical Food Geographies: Connecting Knowledges, Cultivating 
Practices, (re)Imagining Governance workshop was hosted by the 
Geographies of Food and Agriculture Specialty Group of the American 
Association of Geographers and its Food-Justice Scholar-Activist/Activist 
Scholar community of practice. The goal of the workshop was to share 
knowledge and bolster collaborative action in pursuit of shared radical 
geography goals on topics related to food justice, food sovereignty, and 
food policy.  
  
The workshop was generously sponsored by the Institute for Human 
Geography, the Department of Geography & Earth Science at UNC 
Charlotte, and Global Environmental Policy at American University. 

With special thanks to Zenful Bites, The American Association of 
Geographers, The Festival Center, The Center for Agroecology, Water, 
& Resilience at Coventry University, Busboys and Poets, and The 
Agroecology Research-Action Collective. 

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, 

visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.
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INTRODUCTION
On April 2, 2019, nearly 100 people 
from academic and community-driven 
spaces who are committed to creating a 
more just and sustainable food system 
convened at a workshop in Washington, 
DC, to share knowledge and discuss 
potentials for collaboration. The 
workshop, Radical Food Geographies: 
Connecting Knowledges, Cultivating 
Practices, (re)Imagining Governance, 
was organized as a pre-conference 
event before the American Association 
of Geographers’ (AAG) Annual Meeting. 
A key goal was to enable purposeful 
engagement with questions about 
how geographers, policy makers, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), 
and community-based activists can 
work collaboratively and effectively 
to advance food justice and food 
sovereignty. 

The workshop was generously 
supported by the Institute for 
Human Geography, UNC Charlotte’s 
Department of Geography & Earth 
Sciences, and Global Environmental 
Policy at American University. The 
workshop was followed by a book panel 
consisting of authors of several recent 
books and publications related to the 
workshop themes.

This report provides a brief summary 
of the workshop; the book panel; and 
themes generated during workshop 
presentations and working group 
sessions. It also shares resources for 
continuing this work identified by 
participants and curated notes from the 
working groups. 
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SNAPSHOT OF THE DAY’S ACTIVITIES
The Radical Food Geographies workshop 
opened with a panel of academics and 
community-based activists addressing injustices 
in the food system in multiple places and scales. 
Speakers were:

• Beverley Wheeler, Director, DC Hunger 
Solutions

• Xavier Brown, Director, Soilful City
• Kristin Reynolds, independent scholar, New 

York City, NY; Lecturer, The New School
• Maywa Montenegro & Antonio Roman-

Alcalá, The Agroecology Research-Action 
Collective

• Garrett Graddy-Lovelace, School of 
International Service, American University

• Aleya Fraser, Agroecologist, ACRES 
Consulting Services

• Denzel Mitchell, Farm Manager, Strength to 
Love 2 Farm

Common themes across the speakers related 
to both seeking change in the food system 
and to envisioning better activist-academic 
collaborations. First, several speakers asked for 
a rethinking of the food movement in the US in 
order to eliminate inequities and fill knowledge 
gaps while pursuing food sovereignty. Panel 
members argued that doing so can enable 
more people to control their own destinies. We 
heard about innovative projects 
in Baltimore and DC that are 
pursuing such goals. 

Second, panelist comments 
suggested that collaborations 
could be formed that support 
pushing the boundaries of 
thinking about academic 
work and engagement with 
community-based groups, 
recognizing diverse types 
of knowledge, and breaking 

down hierarchies. To this end, the opening 
panel presented examples of collaborative 
research grounded in more ethical processes 
that respect the knowledge, capabilities, and 
goals of all participants. In the end, many 
panelists challenged workshop participants 
to consider what radical food geographies 
could be. For example, how can we envision a 
radical reorientation of education, universities, 
research, and the food system?

The opening panel set the stage for small 
working group discussions, based on themes 
identified via a survey sent to all registered 
participants prior to the event (see Box 1). Each 
small group discussed changes they would like 
to see in the food system; tactics that might be 
pursued to achieve those goals; and potential 
action items that could be pursued subsequent 
to the workshop. Each working group pursued 
discussion in its own direction guided in part 
by facilitators with general questions regarding 
goals, tactics, and collaborations, but without 
boundaries constraining topics of discussion 
important to participants. Key points from the 
small group discussions were shared with the 
larger workshop, spurring continued discussion 
among participants. See Box 1 for a brief 
discussion of ideas that arose in each small 
group discussion. 

http://DC Hunger Solutions
http://DC Hunger Solutions
https://soilfulcity.com/
https://www.foodscholarshipjustice.org/
https://agroecologyresearchaction.org/
https://agroecologyresearchaction.org/
https://www.american.edu/sis/faculty/graddy.cfm
https://www.american.edu/sis/faculty/graddy.cfm
https://aleyafraser.squarespace.com/new-page
https://aleyafraser.squarespace.com/new-page
http://www.farmalliancebaltimore.org/farms/strength-to-love-ii/
http://www.farmalliancebaltimore.org/farms/strength-to-love-ii/
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Box 1. Working group themes and key ideas 

Climate justice/agroecology: The group discussed goals of politicizing the depoliticized nature of 
agroecology, reestablishing a definition of agroecology that is culturally specific, and re-imagining 
k-12 education and curricula for implementing agroecology rooted in social justice. 
 
Decolonization, indigenous sovereignty & dismantling racism: Two groups formed to discuss 
these topics and highlighted the importance of decolonizing how we speak (e.g., ‘food apartheid’ vs 
‘food desert’); the need to decenter whiteness, white people, and Western science; and neo-colonial 
and/or racist problematics of food aid, conceptions of time, and capitalism.
 
Food, labor and migration: This working group asked: where does the money go? In order to 
envision a food system that is non-hierarchical and, in the language used by participants, non-
hyper-capitalist, there is a need to make visible both formal and informal labor across the food 
system. It is also necessary to increase wages and food prices together so that restaurants and small 
farmers can generate wealth. 

Food security/hunger: This working group examined questions about who benefits from the 
ongoing conditions of food insecurity? In order to eliminate hunger, the structural causes of poverty 
must be addressed and attention paid to the relationships across the food system that produce 
hunger. Relationships highlighted by the group included migrant workers who pick apples and 
then rely on food pantries that give away apples; overproduction as a foundation for government 
programming; and rhetoric that stigmatizes hunger and poverty.
 
Farm, forest, land, water, fish justice: This working group discussed the need to use research 
partnerships to summarize and track land ownership patterns. They examined questions about the 
role university pensions have in farmland purchasing and investment in addition to how stronger 
coalitions can be built that push for legislative policy changes surrounding land access. This group 
emphasized the need for stronger multimedia, oral, and written messaging to garner more popular 
support surrounding farm and land justice issues. 
 
Gentrification and food: This working group discussed potentially immense impact of 
gentrification and the need for a sustained, regular, national dialogue between scholars, activists, 
and policymakers for pursuing development without displacement. It discussed the idea that 
dialogue and action should emphasize community ownership, power structures, and enabling 
wealth to stay within a community.
 
Urban agriculture: This working group began its discussion with the recognition that land is 
the embodiment and key source of power. In order to achieve more just urban agriculture goals, 
the group discussed that there is a need for ensuring that policy and its implementation are just, 
for more data/research on the non-economic impacts, and for incremental changes that can 
accumulate into larger changes.
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A key takeaway from all of the working groups 
was the need to identify and disrupt power 
hierarchies. Other common themes included 
a belief that in the contemporary food system 
there is a need to question who benefits (in 
terms of finances and material resources but 
also in terms of consolidating power) from the 
processes that maintain hunger and injustice. 
This means that instead of only inviting others 
to join pre-established discussions and actions 
aimed at food systems change, all stakeholders 
need to be involved in formulating the 
discussion and outcomes. This could enable 
better research products that more clearly 
meet the needs and access to research for 
those pursuing food systems change across all 
stakeholder groups. More detailed notes from 
each working group are included in section III 
below.

The workshop closed with two speakers: 
Cuban agroecologist Fernando Funes Monzote 
and Dr. Ricardo Salvador, director of the 
Food & Environment Program at the Union 
of Concerned Scientists. These two speakers 
highlighted the multiple scales at which 
actions to create a more just and sustainable 
food system must be pursued. Funes Monzote 
discussed his agroecological farms outside 
Havana as critical for producing not only food, 
but also justice-based relationships, sustainable 
environments, and collective, community 
knowledge. Dr. Salvador reflected on the day’s 

events and discussed power as a fundamental 
obstacle to achieving food sovereignty. In that 
regard, he asked: how do we build power to 
overcome the hegemony of capitalism and a 
democracy that does not respond to the interests 
of all, so that the food system can work better 
for all people and the planet. In seeking answers 
to that question, he provided several inspiring 
examples of practices based in environmental, 
cultural, and community reciprocity. 

After the workshop, participants were invited to 
attend a book panel at a nearby restaurant and 
event space, Busboys & Poets. The following 
authors of several recently released books 
discussed food and justice themes:
 
• Monica White,  

Freedom Farmers: Agricultural Resistance 
and the Black Freedom Movement

• Ashanté Reese,  
Black Food Geographies: Race, Self-reliance, 
and Food Access in Washington, DC

• Jahi Chappell,  
Beginning to End Hunger: Food and the 
Environment in Belo Horizonte, Brazil, and 
Beyond

• Joshua Sbicca,  
Food Justice Now! Deepening the Roots of 
Social Struggle

• Colin Anderson, 
Everyday Experts: How People’s Knowledge 
Can Transform the Food System

The People’s Knowledge Editorial Collective

Reclaiming

Diversi  Y &
Ci  izens  ip

T
T H

Everyday Experts: 
How people’s 
knowledge can 
transform the  
food system

Reclaiming

Diversi  Y &
Ci  izens  ip

T
T H

https://www.uncpress.org/book/9781469643694/freedom-farmers/
https://www.uncpress.org/book/9781469643694/freedom-farmers/
https://www.uncpress.org/book/9781469651507/black-food-geographies/
https://www.uncpress.org/book/9781469651507/black-food-geographies/
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520293090/beginning-to-end-hunger
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520293090/beginning-to-end-hunger
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520293090/beginning-to-end-hunger
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/food-justice-now
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/food-justice-now
https://www.coventry.ac.uk/research/areas-of-research/agroecology-water-resilience/our-publications/everyday-experts-how-peoples-knowledge-can-transform-the-food-system/
https://www.coventry.ac.uk/research/areas-of-research/agroecology-water-resilience/our-publications/everyday-experts-how-peoples-knowledge-can-transform-the-food-system/
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GOING FORWARD
 
In all, Radical Food Geographies: Connecting Knowledges, Cultivating Practices, (re)Imagining 
Governance was an engaging workshop that demonstrated the important action underway and the 
opportunities to foster collaboration in pursuit of common goals. The workshop organizers solicited 
participant feedback through an online survey following the event. Overall the feedback was positive 
and encouraged a need for fostering more spaces for academics and community-based activists, 
scholar-activists, and activist-scholars to engage in knowledge sharing and forming collaborations in 
pursuit of shared goals. The survey responses also pointed out the need to further center the knowledge 
of community-based activists and envision more radical convenings and partnerships. Feedback from 
surveys also highlighted the desire of many more to participate in these conversations but limitations in 
terms of resources and timing before the AAG Annual Meetings. The workshop organizers will take this 
into account for future such events.  
  
The remainder of this document highlights potential resources for continuing this work and detailed 
notes from each working group. 

For questions or information please contact: fjscholaractivists@gmail.com

RESOURCES FOR SUPPORTING  
SCHOLAR-ACTIVIST/ACTIVIST-SCHOLAR COLLABORATION
Food Justice Scholar-Activist/Activist-Scholar Community of Practice 
https://gfasg.wordpress.com/activist-scholarship
A working group of the American Association of Geographers’Geographies of Food and Agriculture 
Specialty Group.
 
Center for Livable Futures 
https://www.loomio.org/g/apPmQFJY/research-on-food-policy-groups-priorities-matching-forum
The Food Policy Networks maintains a database for connecting scholars and practitioners who can post 
about their research needs. 

Agroecology Research-Action Collective
https://agroecologyresearchaction.org/
The Agroecology Research-Action Collective is a group of scholars working on issues of farm justice, food 
justice, food sovereignty, and agroecology in the North American context.
 
Be on the lookout for future announcements about new opportunities to engage in this work, including 
our upcoming 2020 workshop in Denver, CO coinciding with the annual AAG conference.  

To share additional resources, please contact: fjscholaractivists@gmail.com 

http://fjscholaractivists@gmail.com
https://gfasg.wordpress.com/activist-scholarship
https://www.loomio.org/g/apPmQFJY/research-on-food-policy-groups-priorities-matching-forum
https://agroecologyresearchaction.org/
http://fjscholaractivists@gmail.com


WORKSHOP 
NOTES
This section briefly summarizes the notes from the working groups and are intended for participants’ 
future use. Each working had a vibrant discussion that varied from other groups. These notes 
underwent only minor editing to achieve consistent formatting. As such, the language and ideas 
reflect the context and ideas as discussed in each group.
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Agroecology & Climate Justice
Key Topics & Concerns
• How to we politicize agroecology?
  - Focus on family, indigenous communities, minority farmers, etc.
  -  People don’t attach themselves to farming and agroecology because it’s not socially 

orientated
  - We need to expand the definition of agroecology by bringing different communities 

together
• Agroecology is at the intersection of science, traditional farming practices, long-term food 

security, community etc.
• New definition of agroecology: 

 - Needs to be culturally specific, tied to lineage with specific connections 
 - Similar to ‘afroecology’ 
 -  Use academia to promote what agroecology is and make it a socially accepted norm

 - Needs to include basic set of principles of sustainable agriculture 
 - Crop diversification 
 - Soil health 
 - Different from organic 
 - Can’t eradicate reason, focus on social
• A problem with the current system:  

 -  Solutions are known on the ground and created by farmers much before these solutions 
are accepted and validated by the academy, then these changes implemented on a much 
broader scale.

• Possible solutions to the current problem: 
 - Use academia as the bridge 
 - Implement concepts of agroecology into K-12 curricula 
 -  Educate teachers and thus their students on their local communities, cultures, food justice, 

agroecology
 - By doing so we can decolonize education 
 - Food is one of the most impactful things to learn about 
 - Every school should have a farmer, gardener, and cook 
 -  Example: California is implementing an ethnic studies class as a requirement for all high 

school students. We could be doing the same thing with food justice and agroecology
 - Challenging higher ed institutions to be doing the same thing
• Curriculum must try to address all four pillars:
 - First front: Academic legitimacy
 - Second front: Teaching teachers
 - Third front: Culturally/Locally relevant
 - Fourth front: Bring students, families, community together
• Benefits to using schooling:
 -  Standardized; access to the most people, brings legitimacy, children are the most 

malleable. 
 - Addresses power structures
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 -  Can help bridge urban/rural divide; bringing students to farms can connect them to the 
land, enhances the relationship between person-to-person, person-to-land, person-to-
sector, etc.

 -  Brings topics on white supremacy, colonization, health, indigenous peoples, environment, 
etc. into the conversation

• Concerns with this educational framework:
 1.  Already being done with school gardening programs and are rather unsuccessful with 

impact it has on the students
  -  Has not been done with social and cultural connection. We must make students 

passionate about this in order for it to have an impact
 2.  How do we get conservative educators to agree to this re-imagined definition of 

agroecology and educational implementation? 
  -  Do not make it about liberals versus conservatives. Make it about food security and 

loss of culture

Goals
• Long-term Goal: Politicize the depoliticized nature of agroecology
• Intermediate Goal: Reestablish the definition of what agroecology is
• Short-term Goal: Implement agroecology rooted in a social justice orientation throughout K-12 

education
• Can use the short-term goal to address the intermediate, thus achieving the long-term goal.

Tactics to achieving these goals: Towards Climate Justice 
• Have preemptive strategies to address the acute impacts of climate change
• Learn from climate disasters rather than capitalizing off them
• Turn ‘disaster-capitalism’ into ‘disaster-communism’
 -  ‘Disaster communism’ example: Intense flooding leaves a farm unuseable → Can’t grow 

food → use flooded land as a chance to conserve land (environment benefits)
• Give farmers power and influence on the international level
 - Will help advance towards food sovereignty

Decolonization, indigenous sovereignty & 
dismantling racism 
Key Topics & Concerns
• Importance of how we talk about issues
 - “Food apartheid” vs. “food desert” (Food desert does not raise the issue of power)
 -  Food desert does not raise the issue of vehicle ownership, healthy food index in the stores, race/

intersectional dynamics, redlining, ownership, schools,  and wealth. 
 -  A simple food pantry would not solve the issues because it does not center on equity and the 

problem of power
• We must decolonize how we speak  
 -  Coloniality of language – “food desert” implies that deserts are not areas of productivity, 

efficiency, and viability
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• Food aid is colonialism
 -  Example: Burkina Faso produces enough food but they still receive food aid from France
 - US rise to imperial power was through food aid internationally
 - Food as a means of control 
• Food aid as a band-aid solution
 -  SNAP as a band-aid solution yet we don’t want to “rip off” the band-aid because it is necessary, 

yet it operates under unequal power dynamics, capitalism, and a system that necessitates 
poverty

 - Dependence created from international (food) aid
 -  It is important to problematize the band-aid, while not ripping off the band-aid and preparing to 

do so in the future
• Gain comfort in working with decolonization – have it being a shared starting point
 - Decentering whiteness and white people
 - Recognizing conversation needs to happen
  > Questioning of narratives – opening up spaces of possibilities
   >  Sharing stories as radical pedagogy (example of using “hope and care” in workshop in 

place of “social justice”)
  > Understanding what it means to feel
• Decentering Western science as main force/hegemonic knowledge
• Normalizing conversations and interaction (i.e. cooking together)
 -  Political education through experience: lunch, farmers market, cooking together
• The racialization of time
 - Conceptions of time
 - Industrial revolution and the elimination of leisure
  > “spending time, wasting time, saving time
  > Leisure is time you’re not using to make commodities
  > Racialized and does not serve people of color
• Localizing food sovereignty – how the international framework is applicable/accessible to local 

communities that face diverse issues
• Look to local and alternative currency (Example: the “B Note” in Baltimore)
 - Currency of time in Gent, Belgium starting with community gardens
 - Debt is the bondage that prevents new systems of barter
• There are too few academics with their ‘hands in the soil’
 
* There were two groups discussing this topic. These notes reflect a synthesis of ideas discussed in each of 
the two groups.

Tactics to achieving Decolonization
• Shifting epistemologies and de-centering whiteness and de-centering Western science
• Recognition of harm done to people
• We can have conversations about settler colonialism without worrying about hurting people’s feelings
 - It is hard to talk about historical trauma and pain
 -  Permaculture and agroecology – concepts thousands of years old, stolen by Western academics/

scientists
• Healing is for all people to do, we all live on this land
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• Make space for learning and relearning 
 - of colonialism, imperialism, decolonization
 - Create shared language on what it means to be doing this work
 - Give young people opportunities to learn in different spaces and from different people
 - Break structural ways of knowing
• Connect the need to dismantle white supremacy with black food sovereignty, indigenous food 

sovereignty, and dismantling racism. 
• Recognize that pain and trauma are built into the food system 
 -  we all lose because of colonization – reflect on what losses are to distinct groups and what needs 

to shift
 -  Get people to do reflection of “how have I lost” from these systems
 - How do we work in a respectful way – how are white people carrying burden?
• Support leaders who are explicitly talking about decolonization
• Decolonization as the starting point to talking about food and social justice
 - Healing 
 - This is embodied work of the heart 
 - Storytelling and deep listening 
 - Not just what we need but what we have

Food, labor, and migration 
Key Topics & Concerns 
• Can food systems be conceptualized and implemented in a non-hierarchical, hyper-capitalistic way? 
• There is a need to view labor across the food system which raises the question “how do we get workers 

to start seeing each other?” 
• There is a need to analyze the additional component of informal work and workers (i.e. Street 

Vendors, Informal food vendors). 
• There is a need to increase wages and food prices together in a way that shifts the profit of the food 

chain system more equitably - Away from the massive concentration of wealth by the major food and 
agricultural companies. 

• Higher food prices should not always be viewed as problematic if the benefit of these higher prices is 
directed towards workers. 

• Collective farms are often the first targeted by the state in a Latin American context as they are sites of 
social action which plays into modern labor relations.

• Where does the money go? It is not the small or medium farmers/restaurants profiting, but rather the 
people exploiting the food system. There is a concern from restaurants and small farmers who are 
struggling financially. 

• Some immigrant farm workers who choose to stay in farming and purchase new farms view 
themselves more as entrepreneurs and independent business owners. What does this mean for the 
future of farming and farming co-ops? 
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Food Security/Hunger 
Key Topics & Concerns
• What is the highest and best use of anti-hunger programs? 
• Hunger comes from poverty 
• The role of community outreach, education, and workforce development 
• How are communities dealing with access to food?
• There is too much focus on the victims of hunger and not on who benefits from the ongoing 

conditions of food insecurity
  - Who wins? 
 - Solutions do not speak to the roots of poverty 
 - Who benefits from food banks? 
 - There is a power at play to keep people hungry 
• How to use the anti-hunger movement and food systems to change economics? 
• Employment opportunities around food 
 - Who is making the school breakfasts? Who is caring for the seniors? 
 - Need to be creative 
 -  Use those who are hungry and in this space to get things done (example: Talk to those in public 

housing) 
• Destigmatize the concept of a subsidy
 - If there was more money for small growers that opens up more possibility 
• Reevaluate the relationship between hunger and production stemming from 1930s programming and 

overproduction 
• Must figure out a way to stop people believing that their food just materializes for free
 - Bringing farmers to the forefront
• The food waste conversation is displacing the hunger conversation
 - Must be vigilant about the ways in which food waste is discussed 
 - People are shifting their views from hunger to waste 
• The Right to Food 
 - Why is the concept of a right to food taboo? 
 - When talking about a right to food do we talk about the quality of food? 
  > However, do not want to take away one’s choice when defining what is healthy. 
• Weaving connections - migrant workers picking apples then those apples being given away in a food 

pantry 
• Bigger picture questions to address 
 - How do people rise up from poverty?
 - How to direct change towards the government? 
 - How do academics/activists work with and enable people to build their own food system?
• The structural side of poverty 
 - How land and stores are distributed 
 - Depoliticize poverty 
 - How to reduce the harm? 
• Must dismantle the rhetoric that stigmatizes hunger. 
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Farm and Land Justice 
Goals 
• Summarize and track land ownership patterns using research partnerships that facilitate scholar/

activist collaboration.  
• Build strong coalitions to fight for legislative policy change surrounding land access. 
 - Political and popular education, land tenure, and governance challenges 
 - Taxes, subsidies, zoning, and heirs. 
• Take university pensions out of farmland purchasing and investment. 

Tactics to Achieving these Goals 
• Create videos addressing alternatives and implications 
• Strengthen messaging surrounding corporate ownership, farmworker wages, and farmworker 

conditions. 
• University faculty and professionals must organize and make resolutions. 
• Direct action to draw attention and force public opinion. 

Resources Available 
• Cash from academics and nonprofits 
• Strong working relationships with legal and environmental networks 
• Encouraging anger 
• Direct action training 
• Various alliances and platforms to work from. 

Sign the petition! Bit.ly/tiaalandgrabs or https://www.actionaidusa.org/takeaction/tiaa-farmland-deals/

Gentrification and Food 
Key Topics & Concerns

• The powers of gentrification are huge. 
 - Displacement
 -  In addition to displacement, the rising cost of living cuts into food budgets leaving residents with 

decisions about whether to move or keep eating.
• Legislation should consider how to prevent displacement in every policy passed and ask: if 

a development plans brings in grocery stores and other investments, how can that plan be 
implemented without causing displacement? 

 -  Ensure that long-time residents, especially those maintaining their family home, can stay in 
their home and communities (development without displacement).

 -  Need to create land trusts early in the development process to support land ownership (the 11th 
Street Bridge Project in DC is a good example). 

 -  Community involvement/power in decision-making: Enable communities to have a say in what 
development looks like (and as more than just a sign-off at the end of a process). 

 - Must emphasize community ownership and enabling wealth to stay within the community.

http://Bit.ly/tiaalandgrabs
https://www.actionaidusa.org/takeaction/tiaa-farmland-deals/
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• There is a need for a sustained, regular, national dialogue between scholars and activists on this topic. 
This collaboration can occur in many ways:

 -  Resource Sharing: Need to share more proposals, documents, and details of work happening on 
this topic across cities. 

 -  Need to create a connecting framework specifically focused on gentrification that produces 
scholarship that is more accessible outside the academy. 

 -  There needs to be more spaces like this workshop where successful strategies for development 
without displacement projects are discussed. 

Goals 
• Ensure that long-term residents can continue to stay in their homes as neighborhoods are developed. 
• Ensure residents have an opportunity to affordably own land/property. 
• Ensure that food found in neighborhoods is culturally relevant, affordable, and healthy. 

Tactics to Achieving these Goals
• Community members to push politicians through various organizing platforms.
• Recognition of race dynamics – policymakers care more when composition of a neighborhoods shifts; 

housing discrimination also exists; 
• It is not only about economics – someone can’t just say they are going to economically develop a 

place without considering historical and structural marginalization. 
• There is limited political will to prevent displacement. 
• Make research on gentrification more accessible/ usable in community advocacy. 

Urban Agriculture 
Key Topics & Concerns
• Land is the embodiment and key source of power. 
• It is important to decolonize the “commons” so as not to replicate white supremacy. 
• There is tension between social missions and the economic needs to sustain – the non-profit model is 

not free of the burden. 
• There is a need for data and research/measurements for non-economic impacts. 
• Extension offices as a way forward
 -  We still have to consider the history of the relationship between the USDA and the communities 

of color to facilitate the conversation.
• Communication/Information
 - Require residency status for access to land
 - Funding for outreach

Goals
• Incremental changes accumulating to larger changes
 - e.g., Baltimore having urban extension office
• Implementing policy
 - Need for academic community to identify their capacity
• Easier access to Information
 - Broader access to academic research
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• Urban Ag Education & Challenges to academic evaluation of community-based work
 - Variant expectation for its role and aesthetic
 - Assistant professor’s challenges
 - Academy overlooking/undervaluing community activism work 

Tactics to Achieving these Goals
• Evaluate/Assess policy and its implementation to ensure that the policy impacts are just.
• Don’t “invite” people to the table but involve people to “set the table”
• Shaping/guiding foundations and grants for Urban Agriculture & Thinking about Urban Agriculture 

in the future  
 - Establishing Land Trusts, especially in historically black communities
 - Sourcing from urban agriculture - who gets access to what is produced
 - Highlighting the non-economic food values that UA create. 
• Urban Ag w/in USDA?
  -  There is an opportunity to shape/guide what this looks like politically so that it will reflect  and 

benefit the community practices.
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