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Photo: A tractor sits idle at an organic and biodynamic farm south of Montreal, Quebec, in October,
2015. Bryan Dale spent over a week at the farm, which was one of over 30 farms he visited while
conducting fieldwork for his doctoral project, Farming for System Change: The Politics of Food Sovereignty
and Climate Change in Canada.

“We are living in unprecedented times”—a phrase we have heard

repeated numerous times over the last weeks but is holding more

truth every day. Less than two weeks ago, many of us were making

plans to travel to Denver for the AAG meeting, eager to share our

research, learn from our colleagues and expand our social networks.

Many of us were hoping that this would all blow over quickly and by

April, we could go back to our regular lives. As evidence mounts and

we learn more about the COVID-19 virus and its implications, it is

becoming abundantly clear that this may be the new normal for quite

some time. Moving our classes online, trying to figure out how to

complete the semester, and re-evaluating our roles in society has

overwhelmed all of us. For those of us doing research in the area of

food systems, this new reality has exposed many of the social

injustices we have been discussing for a long time. We knew that the

industrial corporate food system was built on exploitation and

oppression and that while many communities in North America

were already facing the devastating impact of food insecurity, many

more were just a paycheck away from a similar fate. This is not a

matter of having enough food but is the result of extreme inequity. 

A Message from our Chairs
by Charles Z. Levkoe, GFASG Chair

and Colleen Hammelman, GFASG Vice-Chair
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Watching the world’s response to the COVID-19

pandemic demonstrates the importance of resilient local

food systems, but also of universal healthcare, strong

(and trusted) leadership, and communities working

together to support each other. This is not an “I told you

so” moment, but an opportunity to reflect on how our

food systems, and society, moving forward might learn

from this and do better for everyone. Bailing out

corporations and continuing with business as usual will

not bring us any closer to resolution. While we must

respond to the immediate needs of those who are most

vulnerable, we must also push forward with our

research, teaching and action to build a more just and

sustainable food systems for all.

 

Prior to the cancellation of the 2020 AAG meeting, the

GFASG was planning to sponsor over 50 sessions in

Denver, CO (see p.10-15 for a number of sessions that

will still be presented virtually). We were also part of

supporting a number of GFASG members and

community partners to host the second Radical Food

Geographies Worksop titled "Building Powerful Food

Stories: Legacies of Extraction, Dispossession, and

Resistance." As stated in the invitation, the all-day

workshop aimed to “provide a space to share stories

about a range of ways communities are impacted by,

and organize to counter inequitable food systems, while

emphasizing the place-based specificities of their work.

We come together with the shared understanding that

food can be a tool for deepening conversations about

environmental, economic, and social harms, including

multiple forms of extraction and dispossession frontline

communities face. However, food can also be an entry

point for culturally specific forms of resistance and

regeneration.” While this workshop will not go forward 
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A Recipe for Gentrification: Food, Power, and

Resistance in the City, edited by Alison Hope Alkon,

Yuki Kato, and Joshua Sbicca

Indigenous Food Sovereignties in the United States:

Restoring Cultural Knowledge, Protecting

Environments, and Regaining Health, edited by Devon

A. Mihesuah and Elizabeth Hoover

The New American Farmer: Immigration, Race, and

the Struggle for Sustainability, by Laura-Anne

Minkoff-Zern

Famine in the Remaking: Food System Change and

Mass Starvation in Hawaii, Madagascar, and

Cambodia, by Stian Rice

this year, we do plan to host a Radical Food Geographies

Worksop in Seattle in 2021 (please get in touch with the

GFASG board if you would like to be involved in that

effort). Thank you to all those that gave so much time

and energy to organizing this event including the

GFASG, the Food Justice Scholar-Activist/Activist-

Scholar Community of Practice (FJSAAS), community

activists and our primary sponsor, the Center for

Environmental Justice (CEJ) at Colorado State

University. We were also forced to cancel the author

roundtable event celebrating new books in critical food

studies. However, we highly recommend these books for

personal reading: 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to acknowledge the GFASG Board Members’

contributions towards our ongoing activities. A special

thanks to Board Members finishing their terms, Charles

Levkoe (Chair), Colleen Hammelman (Vice-Chair), 
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Kristen Lowitt (Secretary-Treasurer), Taro Futamura

(Website Coordinator), Josh Sbicca (Faculty Board

Members at Large), and Jessica Gilbert (Student Board

Members at Large). We also appreciate the ongoing

contributions from continuing board members Laura

Williams, Kristin Reynolds, Renata Blumberg, and

Madeleine Fairbairn. A special thank you to Madeleine for

putting this newsletter together. Our 2020 election for new

Board Members ends on March 27 and our new Executive

will be confirmed at our virtual business meeting on April

7.

 

If you’re interested in serving on the GFASG Executive, we

will be seeking nominations for open seats a few months

before the 2021 Meeting in Seattle, WA. There are many

ways to contribute to the GFASG, even if you are not on

the Executive. Every year, we need volunteers to help

organize field trips, panels, and the annual mixer. If you

have any thoughts on how the GFASG can best serve food

systems geographers, please come to our Business

Meeting or email us any time. Since we will not be meeting

in person this year, all members are encouraged to attend

our annual (virtual) GFASG business meeting on Tuesday,

April 7, 7:00 – 8:00 PM (MT). You can join by clicking

https://lakeheadu.zoom.us/j/938466327 (More details for

joining the GFASG Business Meeting and other virtual

sessions are listed on p.10-15 below). We also welcome

input via email from those unable to join the call.

 

During the GFASG Business Meeting, we will also

announce the recipient of the 2020 GFASG Graduate

Research Awards and the inaugural GFASG Book Award.

Keep an eye out for those exciting announcements soon.

 

While we will not be meeting in person at the AAG this

year, we have prepared our spring 2020 Field Notes

newsletter that highlights some of the activities of our

diverse membership. In these pages you will find two short

articles about food systems work in Colorado. The first by

Erica Zurawski provides reflections on the closing of the

GrowHaus, a food justice organization in Denver and the 

 

 

 

 

 

second by James Hale on the work of bringing the Good

Food Purchasing Program to Colorado. We also share

some updates on member achievements, updates from the

Food Justice Scholar-Activist/Activist-Scholar

Community of Practice and a list of virtual GFASG

sessions that will take place between April 6 and 7.

 

For all those that were planning to present at the AAG but

are not able to, we are saddened not to learn more from

your work this year. For those who are presenting

virtually, thank you in advance—we look forward to

meeting some of you online. To everyone, we look forward

to meeting you in person next year in Seattle at the AAG

annual meeting. Please stay safe and healthy.

 

 

M A R C H  2 0 2 0 V O L .  8 ,  I S S U E  1

Goats graze atop a hill overlooking the Saguenay River in La Baie,
Quebec, in July, 2015. Bryan Dale spent over three weeks at this small-
scale farm, which was one of over 30 farms he visited while conducting
fieldwork for his doctoral project.
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The GrowHaus is a food justice nonprofit in the North

Denver neighborhoods of Elyria-Swansea and Globeville.

Housing a hydroponic and aquaponic farm, an indoor

food market, and extensive educational and after-school

programming, the GrowHaus directly serves the majority

Latinx, low-income residents in these neighborhoods. In

a former greenhouse relic from Denver’s “Carnation Gold

Rush” days, the GrowHaus is a vibrant, bright, airy, and

lively place in the heart of North Denver’s dense

industrial neighborhoods. After working at the

GrowHaus for two years—as a market attendant, the

implementor of the Double Up Food Bucks Snap

Program, and as an assistant—this place and these

neighborhoods have come to mean a lot to me. 

 

A few short days after this year’s American Association

of Geographer’s conference was cancelled, while writing

this vignette, I received an e-mail from the GrowHaus

announcing its doors would be closing indefinitely in

light of structural issues within the building. Creatively

finding solutions to continue serving its neighbors, the

GrowHaus faces an uncertain future and an imperative

to adapt, as we similarly navigate a global pandemic that

closes schools, cancels events, and asks us to remain

distanced from each other.

 

We are all turning inwards, hunkering down, taking

stock of what is in our cabinets. In this moment, we are

asked to rethink how we communicate, how we relate to

each other, how we carry on in light of uncertain and

indefinite timelines. I originally intended to share this

vignette about my commute to the GrowHaus as a way to

think through the many ways we think about food—how

food becomes imbricated in historical and ongoing

extraction, in gold and greed, in industrialization and

gentrification, in resistances and activism thriving in the

shadow of expanding highways and threats of

development. But the GrowHaus’ closing and its uncertain

future offers different food for thought. So, instead, I

offer this small journey as a way to think about 

A Meditation on a
Commute to the
GrowHaus
by Erica Zurawski

Sociology Ph.D. Student, UC Santa Cruz
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what happens when the physical places we inhabit, work,

draw inspiration from, come to a close. How do we connect

to the small journeys to and from work and play that we

only have in memory? And what does this particular

moment have to teach us about food equity and food justice

activism?

---

 

I met the train again in the small, frigid hours of the winter

morning. I thought I had left early enough to beat it, but it

seems the train had another idea. I glanced at the clock.

6:30 AM, fifteen minutes before I was supposed to open the

market at the GrowHaus. I gazed past the unmoving train

blocking my path and laughed at myself for the mad rush

to work which left me with toast and coffee on my lap. And

yet, I was still stranded 300 feet from the GrowHaus front

door. I caught a glimpse of the growing line of trucks and

cars waiting on the other side of the road where Eaton

Metal Products, endless auto chop shops, the National

Western Stock Show, and the bold murals of the GrowHaus

beckoned just beyond the tracks. So many cars and trucks

exhaled into the neighborhood to keep the bodies inside

warm as we waited, some patient others not. The train

never really did care about the inconveniences it causes.

 

An hour or so later, still testing my patience in my car, the

market was opening without me. The train, seemingly of its

own volition, lurched to life with begrudging clanks,

metallic groans, and steamy sighs of exertion as it trudged

one way on the tracks only to stop and retreat; the slow

territorial dance necessary for it to change course, like a

GrowHaus Mural -https://www.thegrowhaus.org/
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bull scarring the earth below its hooves daring anyone to

challenge it. Like the bull, the train stubbornly refuses

passage, marking its territory, staking claim to time.

 

In the train’s lethargic departure, I dipped into daydreaming

about the networked relationships of the railroad and train

in front of me. Networked to extraction and industry, gold

and blood, labor and enslavement, manifest destinies and

destinies of violence. This railyard an easy reminder of its

connection to the Rockies to transport the precious metals

carved out of the earth, the smelters in the neighborhoods

whose legacies persist in memory and in the arsenic and

lead in the soil. A nation-wide web of steel from sea to

shining sea.

 

With the train crawling out of sight, I parked and opened

the car door to be assaulted by the sharp, frigid air. I saw

my breath; my exhales mingling with the exhaust of the

cars and trucks now liberated from the train’s confinement.

The neighborhood welcomed me back with the smell of

warm dog food from the looming Purina Factory mixed

with the stank of cannabis from nearby growing operations,

the heaviness of the hydrogen cyanide in the air, leeched

from a nearby oil refinery, grabbed at

my lungs. As I opened the door to the market of the

GrowHaus, my face is assaulted by the warmth inside. As

my eyes adjust to the brightness emanating from within, the

joyful hubbub of the GrowHaus acts almost as a salve

against the cold and isolating commute.

---

 

 

 

 

Had we traveled to the 2020 American Association of

Geographer’s conference in Denver, many of us would

have passed the Purina pet food factory next to I-70 as we

ventured from the airport to the city proper. So many

Denverites and mountain-going adventurers whizz past

this part of North Denver without much pause, as it lies in

the shadow of the highway interchange, not-so-

affectionately called “the mouse trap.” But even if not as

readily visible as the factories and industry, the pollution

and highway, these neighborhoods have their own local

histories of fighting against highway expansions and

displacement, against expanding industry and the

environmental injustices, past and present. In the wake of

the closing of the GrowHaus, it seems the neighborhood

activism will need to adapt to the persistent and ever-

changing fight against food inequities, environmental

injustices, gentrification and urban sprawl.

 

Even in the incertitude about the future of the GrowHaus,

we are given an opportunity to see how the places we

work, study, live, and travel are tethered in a web of

sedimented historical presences—of activism, of extraction

and pollution, of survival and persistence, of adaptation.

Even as these physical places come and go, as

organizations open and close, as we also move on and take

jobs or go to school elsewhere, their legacies and lessons

reverberate in our stories, our journeys and commutes.

 

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H
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Esme in front of Mural by Detour, under the I-70 Mousetrap -
https://news.ucdenver.edu/cross-disciplinary-researchers-team-
project-voyce-youth-advocates/

Inside the GrowHaus - https://www.instagram.com/thegrowhaus/
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physical size and gross sales. Though they are categorized

by the USDA as “large farms,” they tend to view themselves

as struggling financially. Wheat growers also face a number

of challenges in transitioning to organic wheat production,

something that may be necessary to Denver institutions

under the GFPP, depending which pillars and standards

they prioritize. These challenges include varying

environmental ethics, social stigma against organic,

infrastructural barriers, and lack of supportive markets and

policies. 

 

Fruit and vegetable growers also express feeling attacked by

GFPP labor standards and sometimes claim that they pay

their laborers better than they pay themselves. They refer to

exploitative practices as being driven by a few “bad actors.”

Growers also emphasize the challenges in finding enough

labor, often due to the lack of affordable housing. Struggles

between labor practice and policy appear to be increasingly

critical points of intervention for extension and activists,

and often in ways not fully accounted for in the GFPP

principles. 

 

While it is uncertain if the GFPP will be adopted, and on

what terms, it has helped spark conversations about the

interconnections between sectors, spaces, communities,

cultures, and politics. Farmers and urban food activists

seem to be more often finding themselves in closer physical

and social proximity due to the pragmatics of vetting the

GFPP. Although the potential for unintended consequences

due to the GFPP process may rightly give us pause, it also

could be developing new civic spaces and unintended

opportunities for the Colorado food system.
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How might cities use their purchasing power to transition

food systems to more sustainable and fair futures?

Following other US cities such as Los Angeles, San

Francisco, Chicago, and Boston, Denver has recently

begun wrestling with this question and is now considering

adopting the Good Food Purchasing Program (GFPP) for

food procurement at institutions such as schools, hospitals,

and jails. GFPP standards include a point system that

measures institutional procurement and nutritional

practices within five pillars – local economies, nutrition,

valued work force, environmental sustainability, and

animal welfare. It was developed among a network of

partners working on improving school food procurement

in Los Angeles. Yet, there is pushback from communities

about whether the plan ought to be adopted and on what

terms. 

 

During a session at the recent Colorado Food Summit, the

founder of GFPP was asked whether an equity and

diversity pillar ought to be added to the framework rather

than subsumed within other pillars. The founder responded

that the issues of equity and diversity should be addressed

through locally appropriate means. In the same session, a

rural rancher who claimed to name all of his cattle

expressed frustration with the “animal welfare” pillar.

Ranchers feel threatened by the push for “Meatless

Mondays” and argue that ranching can be quite sustainable

in this bioregion. As the final panel discussion began

reflecting upon the day more broadly, the majority of

panelists mentioned the need for fairer labor practices as a

central theme that arose for them during the Colorado

Food Summit. 

 

My research with mentors and colleagues at Colorado State

University confirms that the GFPP could present

challenges for some growers. Regional wheat growers often

see the GFPP as irrelevant to them due to their production

scale. Additionally, the privileging of small farms through

points received under the “local economies” pillar may

unfairly penalize wheat growers due to their

 

The Good Food
Purchasing Program
comes to Colorado
by James Hale, Postdoctoral Fellow, Colorado State

University 

An organic wheat farm in Colorado. Photo by James Hale
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The University of California, Santa Cruz (UCSC), long a center of sustainable agriculture research and education, will

launch a new undergraduate major in Agroecology beginning in the fall of 2020. The major will include courses taught by

GFASG members Madeleine Fairbairn, Maywa Montenegro, and Julie Guthman. 

 

Charles Levkoe has been working closely with the Indigenous Food Circle in Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada on a project

with fourteen First Nation communities to support Indigenous food sovereignty and self-determination in Northwestern

Ontario. In 2019, this included developing a mini-documentary titled Urban Access to Traditional Foods: Understanding

Wild Game. 

 

Robin Lovell is starting a geography program at Manhattan College. Sociology students will be able to have a

concentration in Geography and students from any other school/major across campus will be able to minor in Geography. 

 

Bill Moseley was appointed to the High Level Panel of Experts (HLPE) of the United Nations Committee on World Food

Security (CFS). This is an international scientific advisory board to the United Nations on food security issues, somewhat

akin to the IPCC for climate change.

 

Kristin Reynolds and students in her Social Justice in the Global Food System capstone course at Yale School of Forestry

and Environmental Studies collaborated with the community-based urban agriculture organization, Farm School NYC, in

Fall 2019. The student team conducted research about best practices for mission alignment between organizational social

and environmental justice values; organizational structure; and funding strategies. Students presented their

recommendations before stakeholders in NYC and in a professional report delivered to the organization. Kristin also began

a new affiliation as Associate Researcher at the European School of Political and Social Sciences (ESPOL), Lille, France.

Finally, Kristin and colleague Brendan Coolsaet (European School of Political and Social Sciences) received a research

planning grant from the Tiny Beam Fund “Burning Questions Initiative” for their project “Farmer-led Strategies for Local

Livestock: Resisting Factory Farming in the Global South.”

 

Levi Van Sant recently received a Faculty Research and Development Award from George Mason University to conduct

participatory research with community organizations on issues of land justice in the U.S. South. He will be training

community researchers to investigate property records in order to map processes of rural land dispossession and

consolidation. 

 

More Member Achievements
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the meaning and scalability of “food justice” (in urban

and rural spaces), as both a paradigm and material goal;

productive questioning of the dichotomy between activist

and scholar;

recognition of experience-based food systems expertise in

a variety of settings (e.g., community; academia; policy

making); and

the potential roles of academics/academic work –

geographic work in particular— in advancing food

justice.

We held a well-attended session at the AAG meetings in

2019, with over 40 participants. Since then, we have

continued our monthly virtual meetings, with

participants from several countries including the US,

Canada, France, UK, and India. 

We have established working groups on peer-to-peer

learning; networking; radical food geographies planning;

and connecting geography knowledges to, and through

our work. Each group is coordinated by 2-3 spearheads,

who are regular FJSAAS participants.

In 2020, we were on the co-organizing committee for

the Radical Food Geographies workshop “Building

Powerful Food Stories: Legacies of Extraction,

Dispossession, and Resistance.” Though this event,

along with the full AAG conference, has been cancelled,

we look forward to collaborating on future such events.

The Food Justice Scholar-Activism/Activist Scholarship

(FJSAAS) community of practice is a working group within

the GFASG focused on:

 

 

As a community of practice, our intent is to support

collaboration among a broad diversity of actors in the food

system, through the lens of geography, broadly-defined, and

help to strengthen the integrity of both food justice

scholarship and activism.

 

Some recent and current highlights exemplify our work:

 

 

 

 

Join us!
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Update from FJSAAS
Community of Practice
by Kristin Reynolds, New School for Social Research 

An urban cooperative grocery store in Colorado. Photo by James Hale
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The FJSAAS community of practice is open to all. We meet

regularly through video and conference calls, and in-person

at the American Association of Geographers annual

meetings. 

 

The 2020 FJSAAS meeting at the virtual AAG conference

will take place in conjunction with a participatory panel

session Geographies of Food Justice Scholar-

Activism/Activist Scholarship: Exploring Synergies in the

Work on Tuesday, April 7 from 5:35-6:50 pm, Mountain

Standard Time (immediately before the GFASG business

meeting.)

Information about accessing the free virtual session will be

posted on our webpage and through our listserv (see below).

 

The session is part of the 2020 conference theme:

“Expanding the Community of Geography” and is co-

sponsored by GFASG and the Black Geographies Specialty

Group. 

 

More information about FJSAAS is on our webpage:

https://gfasg.wordpress.com/activist-scholarship/

 

Contact us by email with questions or to join our listserv: 

 fjscholaractivists@gmail.com 

 

 

https://aag.secure-abstracts.com/AAG%20Annual%20Meeting%202020/sessions-gallery/25098
https://gfasg.wordpress.com/activist-scholarship/
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Description

Food often features prominently in pedagogical projects designed to provide students with experiential education,

service learning, or professional development opportunities. For example, in the US and Canada, school and

community gardens are often seen as pedagogical sites that serve multiple purposes, from teaching science to

encouraging healthy behavior. Outside of formal educational institutions, internships on farms provide spaces

for professional training and education. Much geographic scholarship has critically examined the assumptions

that underpin these pedagogical projects by pointing out how they reproduce broader social and spatial disparities.

In this series of sessions, we seek to engage in a dialogue about how geographic practice advances, challenges, or

transforms food pedagogies.

 

Organizers: Renata Blumberg, Kirsten Valentine Cadieux

Chairs: Charles Levkoe

Join info: Held via AAG platform. (Session I, Session II)

 

Session I 

Monday, April 6, 2020, 8:00 – 9:15am MT

Type: Lightning paper session

 

Agenda

Renata Blumberg, Montclair State University, “Geography and food pedagogies.”

 

Russell Hedberg, Shippensburg University, “An active learning approach for critical engagement with food

system localization.”

 

Kirsten Valentine Cadieux, Hamline University, Jennifer Nicklay, University of Minnesota, “Community Labs in

AgriFood Teaching.”

 

Garrett Graddy-Lovelace, American University School of International Service, Remarks on Teaching the

Geographies of Food and Agriculture

 

Ruth Sepulveda Marquez, University College London, “How has urban agriculture improved the environmental

and political education of the local communities in Santiago de Chile?”

 

Kristin Reynolds, Independent Scholar, New York, NY; Lecturer, The New School; Lecturer, Yale F&ES, “Action-

Oriented Critical Pedagogies and Geographies: Collective Learning for Food and Environmental Justice.”

 

Session 2

Monday, April 6, 2020, 9:35 – 10:50am MT

Type: Panel session

 

Agenda

Panelists: 

Kristin Reynolds, Independent Scholar, New York, NY; Lecturer, The New School; Lecturer, Yale F&ES

Rosalie Fanshel, University of California - Berkeley

Ruth Sepulveda Marquez, University College London

 

 

 

AAG 2020 Virtual Sessions Sponsored by GFASG
Teaching the Geographies of Food and Agriculture

https://aag.secure-abstracts.com/AAG%20Annual%20Meeting%202020/sessions-gallery/25400
https://aag.secure-abstracts.com/AAG%20Annual%20Meeting%202020/sessions-gallery/25446
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Description

How might we better understand food systems by attending to the penal system and vice versa?

Carceral spaces – such as neighborhood zones of police surveillance and plantation prisons that

exploit confined labor – reflect and reproduce systems of oppression also present in the food

system (Gilmore 2007). In cities, the state regularly polices poverty instead of addressing the

institutional racism and capitalist urbanization that perpetuates the lack of access to goods like

healthy food (Wacquant 2009; Camp 2016). Additionally, the food system relies on carceral

practices to secure disciplined labor by weaponizing the possibility of deportation for racialized

undocumented workers and wielding the threat of violence to keep workers in the fields (Mitchell

1996; Horton 2016). And of course, there is slow death tied to low-quality food in prisons, prison

food and agriculture industries, force feeding of prisoners, and the use of food (or its denial) as

punishment (Camplin 2016; Smoyer 2019).

 

But there are also seeds of struggle for the abolition of penal logics and institutions that maintain

the violence of the ongoing practices and legacies of colonialism, white supremacy, and

institutional racism vis-à-vis food (Heynen 2016; Murguía 2018; Pellow 2018). Hunger strikes and

food riots have long been used as a tool to gain the sympathy of the public, shame political

opponents, and gain concessions from the state and penal officials (Scanlan et al. 2008; McGregor

2011; Bargu 2014). Food is also a site for resistance in prison, whether to celebrate cultural

foodways or assert a sense of self and autonomy (Ugelvik 2011; Gibson-Light 2018). Food and

environmental justice activists have also sought to intervene in mass incarceration and the prison

pipeline with campaigns and initiatives that support prisoners and formerly incarcerated people

(Sbicca 2016; Nocella, Ducre, and Lupinacci 2016).

 

This session seeks to critically explore these and other intersections between food and carceral

systems, politics, ideologies, spatialities, and social movements. We are especially interested in

papers working through food and carceral politics through the lens of racial capitalism, racial

neoliberalism, Plantationocene and plantation ecologies, abolition ecologies, masculinities and

femininities, socialist/socialist alternatives, restorative justice, environmental justice, food justice,

and food sovereignty.

 

 

Food and Carceral Intersections: From Geographies of
Confinement to Enactments of Abolition

 

Discussants:

Kirsten Valentine Cadieux, Hamline University

Renata Blumberg, Montclair State University

Charles Levkoe, Lakehead University
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Organizers: Joshua Sbicca (Colorado State University) and Becca Clark-Hargreaves (Colorado State University)

Join Info:

https://zoom.us/j/9900903145

Dial by your location

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

+1 253 215 8782 US

+1 301 715 8592 US

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 990 090 3145

 

Session I

Monday, April 6, 3:05 – 4:20 PM (MT)

 

Agenda

Joshua Sbicca, “Prison Agriculture in the United States: The Uneven Terrain of Exploitation and Rehabilitation." 

 

Stian Rice, “Extraterritoriality as spatial fix: Prisons and preserves in agricultural capitalism." 

 

Amanda Wilson, “Mapping carceral food systems as sites of contestation and possibilities." 

 

Jacob B., "A Bunch of Bologna." 

 

Becca Clark-Hargreaves, “Hunger Strikes, Private Detention, and Recentering the Neoliberal State: State-Corporate

Narratives As Discursive Collusion."  

 

Session II

Monday, April 6, 4:40 – 5:55 PM (MT)

 

Sara Cramer and David B., Ben G., Ken S., John W., John K., James, Pete L., and Chris M., “‘Stand by for chow’:

Reflections on incarcerated foodways, remapped identities, and opportunities for resistance." 

 

Quinn Ouellette-Kray, “Bodies refused organs: An intimate geography of the body inside Stewart Detention Center” 

 

Rebecca Croog, “Legacy and regeneration in the settler-colonial city: The carceral and the abolitionist past, present,

and future of urban agriculture in Philadelphia." 

 

Sara Black, “Abolition and the study and practice of food justice." 

 

Discussant: Carrie Freshour

 

https://zoom.us/j/9900903145
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Tuesday, April 7, 10:00-12:00 (MT)

 

Organizers: Colleen Hammelman, Charles Levkoe

Join info: https://lakeheadu.zoom.us/j/683397167

Or Dial by your location

        +1 647 558 0588 Canada

        +1 778 907 2071 Canada

        +1 438 809 7799 Canada

        +1 587 328 1099 Canada

        +1 647 374 4685 Canada

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose)

        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York)

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

        +1 253 215 8782 US

        +1 301 715 8592 US

Meeting ID: 683 397 167

Find your local number: https://lakeheadu.zoom.us/u/adItJZaR3Q

 

 

Charles. Z. Levkoe, Julia M. L. Laforge, Bryan Dale, Faris Ahmed, "The future of agroecology in Canada:

Embracing the politics of food sovereignty." 

 

 Saulo Araujo, Katia Aviles-Vazquez, Ayla Fenton, Terran Giacomini, Nils McCune, Jesús Vázquez, Kristen

Wyman, "Scaling out agroecology at the continental level:  An introduction to the people’s agroecology process,

from grassroots collective power to international solidarity." 

 

Anisah Madden, "Agroecology as institutional praxis: Peasant pedagogy in international food policy spaces." 

 

Ryan E. Galt and Natalia Pinzón, "Agroecology and the social sciences: divergences, overlaps, synergies, and

(discordant) harmonies." 

 

Colleen Hammelman and Elizabeth Shoffner, "Governing bodies and the environment: A political ecology analysis

of agroecology practice in Rosario, Argentina." 

 

Geographical perspectives on agroecological practices around the
world 

https://lakeheadu.zoom.us/j/683397167
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Food Justice Scholar-Activist/Activist-Scholar (FJSAAS) is a community of practice within the AAG

Geographies of Food and Agriculture Specialty Group that seeks to productively explore intersections of

geography, scholar-activism, and activist-scholarship in advancing social justice in the food system, including

placing value on experience-based knowledge. 

Blackademics is a group of Black academics (broadly defined) connected to the National Black Food and Justice

Alliance (NBFJA). Our purpose is twofold: 1) to connect Black academics who do work on food and land to each

other in order to reduce isolation and 2) support NBFJA’s mission by offering research support.

People’s Knowledge, based out of the Centre for Agroecology, Water & Resilience, involves community of

practice of people working for cognitive justice in different contexts from different positionalities. We aim to

support each other in developing a praxis that mobilizes knowledge for social justice and sustainability in, for

example, the traditions of decolonial, feminist, participatory and action- research and pedagogy. This, we hope,

can allow new collective understandings and action to emerge that create a more just and sustainable society.

Tuesday, April 7, 5:35-6:50 PM (MT)

Type: Panel session

Organizers: Kristin Reynolds, Bryan Dale

Chairs: Kristin Reynolds

Join info: Held via AAG platform.

 

Description

Scholarship and activism surrounding agriculture, food, and social justice have evolved alongside each other, and

are intertwined at specific places and times. In some instances there are clear distinctions between “scholarly” and

“activist” activities related to the food system and social justice. However, as is the case in both the various

subdisciplines of academic geography (and in the broader geographies that connect space, place, time, and people,

there are often intersections, and there exist additional possibilities for linking food and social justice activism

and scholarship. Recognizing and building upon these dynamics is important in strengthening the effectiveness of

agrifood and social justice work. This is especially salient in an era in which academia seeks more public

engagement, at least in rhetoric, yet has a complicated history of appropriating and/or dismissing activist

knowledge and scholarship. It is additionally salient to examine the tensions between scholarship and activism in

an era in which scientific expertise is being questioned or disregarded in critical global policy decisions affecting

food, the environment, social equity, and human rights. These topics are of direct and historical relevance to the

field of geography, both theoretically and practically. 

 

In this session, representatives from three initiatives engaged in navigating these contours will discuss the work

of their respective groups:

 

 

 

 

Panelist remarks will be followed by a participatory discussion about the praxis of this work and potentials for

synergies between initiatives

 

Geographies of Food Justice Scholar-Activism/Activist Scholarship:
Exploring Synergies in the Work

https://aag.secure-abstracts.com/AAG%20Annual%20Meeting%202020/sessions-gallery/25098


Agenda

Panelists:

Hank Herrera, Center for Popular Research, Education & Policy

Colleen Hammelman, University of North Carolina - Charlotte

Brittany Jones, Growing Back to Your Roots

Angelika Winner, CUNY - Graduate Center

 

Discussants:

Ashante Reese, UMBC

Kristin Reynolds, Independent Scholar, New York, NY; Lecturer, The New School; Lecturer, Yale F&ES

Colin Anderson, Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience at Coventry University

 

 

Geographies of Food and Agriculture Specialty Group (GFASG)
Business Meeting
 
Tuesday, April 7, 7:00 –  8:00 PM (MT)

Join info: https://lakeheadu.zoom.us/j/938466327

Or Dial by your location

        +1 647 558 0588 Canada

        +1 778 907 2071 Canada

        +1 438 809 7799 Canada

        +1 587 328 1099 Canada

        +1 647 374 4685 Canada

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

        +1 253 215 8782 US

        +1 301 715 8592 US

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose)

        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York)

Meeting ID: 938 466 327

Find your local number: 

https://lakeheadu.zoom.us/u/adItJZaR3Q 
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